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Introduction

At the request of the BLM (Monticello Office) and to continue our work in Natural
Bridges National Monument and the adjacent areas of documenting structural wood in
prehistoric sites and mapping their contexts, the wood documentation crew led by the author
moved to Cedar Mesa to begin a new area in the Slickhorn Canyon area in July 2011. The sites
were visited by the author, rock art recorders Pam and Quent Baker, Dave Manly, and BLM
archaeologist Leigh Grench in May 2011 to prepare for our project site work. These sites,
although often visited, did not have detailed information about them except for a rock art
program led by Sally Cole in past years that found that rock art was ubiquitous throughout the
area and often are associated with cliff ruins (Cole 2009). No tree-ring samples had been
collected from these canyon sites, probably because of their remote locations, the difficulties of
hauling in mapping and sampling equipment, and the lack of contract mitigation work. This
report provides primarily information about site conditions, detailed architecture, structural wood
remains, tree-ring dates, and basic artifact inventories and rock art presence. It also updates the
state site forms for the Bureau of Land Management.

The basic tree cover of Cedar Mesa, in which Slickhorn Canyon drains to the southwest into the
San Juan River, is pifion and juniper. There are cottonwoods in the canyons, however. Plant
collections gathered from excavations during the Glen Canyon Project in the 1950s and 1960s
revealed that there has been no appreciable change in the environment for the past 700 to 900
years (Adams et al. 1961:55-56) or more.

Intact structures are common in the region, but we wished to obtain detailed maps and structural
wood inventories for them to preserve in case of deterioration or loss of these important clitf
structures to fire, vandalism, natural deterioration from weathering, rock falls, fungi, and animal
impacts, as well as for present and future research. In addition, our work is important for
understanding the thirteenth-century occupation and final abandonment of this little-known
western region of the Upper San Juan area in conjunction with long-term studies being
conducted by the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center (Cortez, CO) and by Bill Lipe and RG
Matson, who have worked for five decades on Cedar Mesa, as well as by local contract and
research archaeologists, including Abajo Archaeology, Crow Canyon, Woods Canyon, Winston
Hurst, and others. Finally, the work adds to a large database of prehistoric kiva roofing
architecture and other roofed structures, which has rarely been mapped in detail.

Crew: Nineteen volunteers helped to accomplish the 2011 project (Table 1: see all Tables at the
end of the text), most with considerable expertise in mapping and collecting structural wood
samples, and wood and artifact documentation. Among these was a four-person crew specifically
recording rock art associated with the mapped sites. We spent over 800 person-hours
documenting and sampling eight sites in 2011, resulting in 492 elements of structural wood
being documented, of which 215 of these were tree-ring sampled. After Populus sp. and low-
ring count samples were removed, 200 samples were sent to the tree-ring laboratory for dating
analysis. Plane table-on-tripod alidade maps or Ushikata Surveying Compass (Model S-25)
maps were made of all the sites, as well as for complex structures (i.e., intact kivas), although
one (42SA 5819: 4 Shield House) remains to be completed (it has been worked at in 2011 to
2013, and will be again in 2014).



The discussion of the 2011 sites is listed sequentially from their locations north (in the Natural
Bridges area) to south in the Cedar Mesa area (Figure 1). A summary of the sites may be found

in Table 2.

Figure 1. Sites investigated in 2011 through 2013 in Slickhorn Canyon and on Shieks Flat, Cedar Mesa, SE
Utah. Canyons numbered to follow BLM’s numbered canyon-hiking trail system.
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canyon system directly west roughly paralleling Slickhorn Canyon, saw much exploration and
looting of artifacts (e.g., Blackburn and Williamson 1997) as did many, if not all, of the region’s
canyon cliff sites.

In the 1950s and 1960s, the western canyon areas of Cedar Mesa were investigated during the
Glen Canyon survey and excavations while Glen Canyon Dam was being built across the
Colorado River at Paige, Arizona (e.g., Adams, Lindsay, and Turner 1961; Jennings 1966). The
migration project was handled by two institutions: the Museum of Northern Arizona, who was
responsible for the reaches of both sides and side canyons along the San Juan River and the
eastern side of the Colorado River below where the San Juan entered the Colorado River, and the
University of Utah, who worked the western side of the Colorado River and the eastern side
above the confluence of the San Juan River. Both parties were invested in exploring the many
side canyons that led from Cedar Mesa into the Colorado and San Juan rivers. None of this,
however, impacted the upper reaches of Slickhorn Canyon, the focus of the present project.

One of the participants from the University of Utah between 1968 and 1971, William D. Lipe,
became interested in the area of Cedar Mesa, and has spent over 50 years investigating the
puebloan occupation there. In 1976, Bill and a small crew investigated the upper reaches and
side canyons of Slickhorn Canyon, providing the first survey maps of many of its ruins and their
state numbers (42SA 5788-5819). Several of these sites, however, were not initially registered
with the state and have received more recent site numbers, including those from the BLM-
Earthwatch Utah Canyons Rock Art Project by Sally Cole, which covered Slickhorn Canyon and
Cedar Mesa between1993-1996 and 1998-2000. Lipe (1970a, 1993; Lipe and Matson 1971;
Lipe et al. 1977) and RG Matson et al. (1988; Matson and Lipe 1978) were first interested in the
earlier Baskemaker occupation on the mesa top and Grand Gulch but expanded their research
across Cedar Mesa to include later occupations. Slickhorn Canyon was relegated as an
interesting place to visit but received little later research activity aside from the intensive rock art
survey and recording conducted by Sally Cole and survey and excavation by Lipe and Matson.
Vaughn Hadenveldt, among others, provides trips into the Slickhorn system for his Wild River
Expeditions in Bluff and has provided valuable help during our work there. Despite interest in
dating the occupations on Cedar Mesa, with Grand' Gulch seeing much activity in this regard, no
tree-ring samples had been taken from the Slickhorn sites until the present project started in
2011. In addition, we finished up two sites in and next to Natural Bridges National Monument.

The 2011 Sample:
The Natural Bridges Area

42SA 6819 (Horse Collar Ruins in Natural Bridges National Monument). We spent two
days in Natural Bridges at Horse Collar Ruins, downstream from Sipapu Bridge, to finish work
left over from the 2005 visit, where some of the wood had not been documented in the unroofed
kiva (Str. 6) and in the rooms in the northeastern unit. The Structure 11 kiva still contains its
roof although small parts of it were rebuilt by Nickens and Associates in the 1990s to help
stabilize the original materials. The site lies just above the main trail connecting the Kachina and
Sipapu Bridges, which sees a fair amount of foot traffic. The site can also be seen from the
formal NPS overlook off the road above. Strangely, not a single person visited us while we
worked in the site and we did not notice anyone on the trails below. On the other hand, some
visitors at the overlook called us in to the authorities as pothunters; a good sign of tourist
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participation in regards to ruins protection.

In 2011, we documented the sizes and other metrics of the architectural features at the site,
specifically structure sizes and feature (e.g, doorways) locations and sizes to be placed on our
site architectural forms. The previous room numbers pose a problem at this site because the
former maps split the site into two units, with the rooms in each possessing duplicate set of
numbers. Formerly these were map-designated “north” and “south” units, but more accurately
should be considered the NE and SW Units (Plates 1-2). The Northeast Unit, Room 2, has
many pieces of undocumented juniper splints from the collapsed roofing lying inside, although
the main roof is missing. The overall dating from our previous work was disappointing, as we
had obtained few dates from the site. One of the splints in Room 2 was taken for tree-ring dating
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Horse Callar Ruin
Species (N = 105)

Figure 2. Horse Collar Ruins, structural wood
species use. Graph by Eileen Bacha, 2012

as was a vulnerable (to weather and foot traffic) piece of
juniper charcoal found 7 m east of the roofed kiva (Str.
11). These were the only two samples taken from the site
in 2011, but neither of them dated.

Tree-ring Summary: 112 structural wood elements were
recorded at the site, with 43 samples taken (38% of the
total) and 15 dated (35% dated), all in the first half of the
AD 1200s. Those from the Structure 11 kiva contained 70
pieces of structural wood that revealed construction
between 1243 and 1247 (9 dates) with a single repair beam
or final harvest at AD 1250+B. The Structure 6 kiva,
without roofing, revealed construction dates of the
ventilator (and probably the kiva) at AD 1226+r and
1227+G (see Table 3 for the tree-ring date symbols).
Species selection was dominated by pifion, juniper, and
Populus sp., probably cottonwood (Figure 2).




Artifacts. A mere 16 sherds were found at the site, dominated by 7 unclassified indented
corrugated, 6 unclassified Mesa Verde Whiteware, and single sherds of McElmo and McElmo/
/Mesa Verde black-on-whites. Twenty-seven specimens of chipped stone were tallied, including
5 cores, and 1 hammerstone. A piece of malachite was also observed along with 3 small mano
fragments. It is clear that the site has been picked over for artifacts but the few ceramics support

the early AD 1200s occupation of the site.

42SA 29513 (on BLM land almost on the north boundary line of Natural Bridges
National Monument north of Whites Canyon in the Deer Flats area). This granary was
discovered in 2009 during mesa-top reconnaissance for possible access into the Stone Mortar
/Ledge Runner Site (42SA 6654) on NPS land in the deep side canyon immediately west of the
granary. This granary had not been previously inventoried until it was numbered with the help
of Leigh Grench and Don Simonis of the BLM in 2011. It is found within a small overhang on
the west side of a prominent pinnacle of rock located close to White’s Canyon, 600 m to the
south (Plate 3). In the immediate vicinity of the granary is maiden hair fern (associated with
seeps), manzanita, rabbit brush, Mormon tea, cliff rose, narrow-leaf yucca, pifion, juniper, and
one Douglas-fir but much of the area around the base of the pinnacle is exposed bedrock.

Plate 3. 42SA 29513 overview looking NE. P hoto by
Cliff Evans, July 2011

Plate 4. 42SA 29513 granary. Note broken end.
Photo by CIiff Evans, July 2011.

There was much structural wood (n=27)
associated with this granary, both loose (n=16)
and incorporated within the walls, with many
pieces scattered inside and around the southeast
end where vandals had evidently broken out the
wall (Figure 3; Plate 4). All the loose wood
undoubtedly came from use within the wall
construction. The majority of the pieces used
as intramural pieces were within the adobe
walls. These appear to have been gathered as
deadwood because of their weathered exterior
surfaces despite being protected by the cliff
overhang and granary walls. The back wall
was formed from the natural rock of the high
mushroom-shaped pinnacle.

Figure 3. Plan view of 428a 29513. Wood is in black.
Original by Tom Windes & Nicole LeBrun, July 2011.
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The granary interior is 140 by 300 cm with a maximum roof height of 105 cm. The wall
construction consists of upright sandstone slabs along its base with mortared unshaped stones for
its upper walls (12—15 cm thick), which forms a C-shaped wall. The door faces south (190° true)
and is of horse-collar shape, 48 x 48 cm across the opening, and approximately 35 cm above the
natural ledge, which is taken up by stone slab steps. The door exhibits small rods for an east
door jamb and three lintels/horizontal intramurals.

Tree-ring Analysis: Tree-ring samples were taken from about half of the 27 architectural wood
pieces found at the site (n=14; lab samples NBR-1615-1628; Tables 3-4), but provided only a
single disappointing pifion date of AD 879++vv, which is a loose deadwood wall log that is
much too early for the probable granary construction in the AD 1200s. Ten of the samples came
from loose wood. There was a mix of species in the sample (pifion=7, juniper=6, and oak=1).
Typically, pifion is one of the best species for dating, while juniper is highly variable in its dating
success, and oak seldom dates. A range of ring conditions plagued the sample success, which
yielded suppressed, erratic, or complacent rings that can be found in trees growing within
marginal environments, particularly among juniper trees, or in micro-areas of plentiful moisture.
Aside from the architecture, there was no material culture that might have helped place the
temporal period of construction for the granary.

The Cedar Mesa Area

42SA 3680. Shiek’s & Coyote flats, Fortified Mesa, Cedar Mesa. The Fortress is
located on a small mesa overlooking Shieks and Coyote flats and is accessible oftf BLM dirt road
250 from paved State Highway 261, south of Todie Canyon and the BLM Ranger Station. Bill
Lipe and RG Matson, who have worked in the area since the 1960s, were particularly interested
in the dating of this site because of its potential for being one of the latest occupied. From the
top it provides a wide-ranging 360° view of Cedar Mesa and beyond from the top and may have
served as an important center for the local inhabitants. Navajo Mountain is easily visible far to
the southwest and the nearby Bears Ears are prominent to the north (Plate 5).

Plate 5. The Fortress

by Criss Swaim in July 2011.

in far background. Note viga fragment FS 21 in Plate 6. Doorway in the east wall of Room 1. Closest
Room 2 corner. Photo by Criss Swaim in July 2011. door lintel (green tags) is FS 1. Looking east. Photo

The site consists of many large unroofed rooms and open plazas lined with stone walls
comprised of very large rocks of local material. Walls lined the edge of the mesa and there were
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also rooms built below the mesa top along the ledges below. Most of the cultural material was
strewn along the west side talus. A cluster of four single-story contiguous rectangular rooms
(Rooms 1-4, overall ca.8 x 10.8 m), where the majority of the wood was found, was mapped
with an alidade and plane table. Room walls were between about 50 and 60 cm thick. The
highest remaining walls at the site are part of these four rooms. A map of the entire mesa top
was completed in 2012 by RG Matson and his crew (Figure 4), but we mapped the core area in
2011 (Figure 5). The site location and construction looks defensive (Lipe 1970b) but it may also
have served as a community center, perhaps for ritual and feasting activities (Fast 2012:50-51,
97; Till and Hurst 2011:10).

Cedar Mesa, SE Utah

N
N

RN R
RN

Figure 4. Fortified Mesa on Shieks Mesa. Figure 5. The F?rtress core roomblock and granary (far left)
under the west side of the mesa.

Map by Jamie Schubert, Christine Gilbertson, & Spencer Franks.

The southeastern enclosed space, Room 1 (260 x 490 cm N-S; 12.7 m?) exhibits three doorways
(in the south, west, and east walls), with the eastern one surprisingly intact and still containing its
four wood lintels (Plate 6). All of the door lintels were sampled, yielding only a single
deadwood date. Much of the roofing remains (FS 5-18) are still laying among the fallen wall
masonry debris. The three biggest timbers, presumably vigas, were sampled but only one dated
and it lacked many of its exterior rings. Room 2, the southwestern room (ca 380 x 460 cm N-S;
17.5 m?), also had several pieces of roofing in it, FS 19-24 (5 were sampled, yielding three
dates). A wall peg (FS 25) extended out from the north wall’s west end, but it was not the same
wall peg (FS 34) on the opposite side In Room 4. The room had a south doorway and one in the
northeastern corner that entered into Room 1. Room 3, the northeastern room (ca. 225 x 500 cm
N-S; 11.3 m%), yielded just two vigas (FS 29-30) but neither was sampled. Room 4 (ca. 250 x
450 cm N-S; 11.3 m?), on the northwestern side of the roomblock, also contained some roofing
(FS 26-28, 32-33), none of which dated, and an oak wall peg in the south wall near its west end
(FS 34) that also failed to date. FS 33 was recorded as a post (11 cm in diameter) but may be a
piece of roofing sticking vertically out of the wall rubble. A few other roofing remains, mostly
roofing vigas, are found just outside the four rooms (FS 35-37) with another (FS 40) on the
slopes below to the east of the rooms; none of these were sampled because of extensive
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weathering.

Aside from the four core rooms in the middle of the mesa top, a small irregular-shaped granary
(maximum ca. 240 x 450 cm; ca. 7.5 m” or less; Figure 5) tucked under the cliff ledges to the
west 17 m from the core rooms contains two intact north doorway lintels. These were sampled
in hopes of obtaining tree-ring dates that would place its year of construction, one of which
provided the latest date obtained from the site (AD 1207+vv), a cutting or near-cutting date
based on field observation. The granary ceiling was formed by the cliff overhang as was the
back wall. An undocumented wall peg extends from the exterior side of the west granary wall.

Tree-ring Analysis (Table 5): Several juniper roof primaries (vigas) and secondaries are found
within the four rooms but are badly weathered and split. We documented the relatively intact
pieces at the site (FS 1-40) but ignored those that had decomposed into much smaller splinters
and chunks. Despite their condition, several of these were sampled with a large 7" hollow drill
bit. The hard juniper wood is likely to yield shattered cores that are easier to glue back together
with the 7" sample pieces than with our smaller cores of '2”- and %”-diameter size. An intact
doorway in Room 1 with four juniper lintels appeared to offer the best opportunity for obtaining
tree-ring dates indicating the year of construction for the four-room unit but the sole lintel that
dated (FS 2) was deadwood, decades earlier than the probable construction.

Overall, we took 17 samples (43% of the total) with 6 dating (a 35% success). Except for a
single item of oak (a wall peg), the sample was all juniper and comprised almost entirely of door
lintels, roof vigas, and latillas. As elsewhere for the project, the samples were plagued with
erratic and compressed growth rings that hampered dating success. There were also three
samples with short ring series that failed to date. One sample with 50 rings dated but all others
were more than century old of those that dated. Most of the sample was observed in the field
with badly weathered exteriors and assigned “vv” codes to indicate that an unknown number of
exterior rings had weathered away. The single east door lintel in Room 1 that dated (AD
1152++vv) exhibited only a few outer rings weathered away, at most, but the “++” laboratory
designation reveals that it was collected as deadwood; its date provides little for interrupting
construction at the site except that deadwood collection at the site and elsewhere on Cedar Mesa
and in Natural Bridges was a common procurement strategy.

Two of the samples dated in the early 1200s that mark probable death or near-death dates when
the wood was first harvested. A viga in Room 2 dated at AD 1202+vv and a door lintel from a
granary tucked under the short cliff face on the west side of the site from the roomblock dated at
1207+vv, which, from field observation, is designated as a cutting date. Although this lintel was
a mere 4.5 cm in maximum diameter, it contained over 121 growth rings. The Room 2 viga that
dated was 23 cm in maximum diameter and contained about 158 growth rings. Such is the
enormous range of ring growth in juniper specimens; even a very small piece of juniper can
exhibit many rings and date. Overall, recorded juniper (37; 97% of the sample) dominated but
with one element of oak (3%).

Summary: Although this site appears to have been built and occupied
contemporaneously with many of the early AD 1200s sites in the area, its location, construction,
and layout suggest that it served as an important center for the neighboring area without evident
domestic habitation. No kivas were observed but the many large, masonry-lined open areas
suggest that a number of separate kinds of special activities may have taken place here. The site
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ceramics (Fast 2012:Table 3.3) are dominated by indented corrugated, McElmo and Mesa Verde
black-on-whites, and Tsegi Orangewares. Along with the sparse tree-ring dates, the ceramics
place the construction and use of the site in the very late Woodenshoe phase (AD 1165-1210)
and early Red House phase (AD 1210-1270)(see Lipe 1993:Table 1.1; Matson et al. 1988:247; or

McVickar 2001:Table 8.2 for phase descriptions).

42SA 5794 (on the bench above Perfect Kiva; also NA 14,988, Utah V:12:2),

Cedar Mesa. Eight to nine stone-masonry granaries were built in two groups under the
uppermost cliffs below the mesa top oftf BLM Hiking Trail #1, in the main, northernmost part of
Slickhorn Canyon. Two plane table and alidade maps were made of these nine rooms, but little
was left of three granaries. In the 1970s, Bill Lipe designated these rooms as site S-T-1-2. Their
relatively close proximity to Perfect Kiva just below on the next major cliff bench suggests their
association with the inhabitants of Perfect Kiva, who probably farmed the associated mesa top,
as the adjacent canyon bottom is far too narrow for farming in the immediate area (i.e., Matson

and Lipe 1978:9-10).

Rooms 1-4 and 8-9 (Figure 6) are located just under the caprock, off the trail that leads down

the mesa point here to the 1™ bench below (continuing along the mesa-top-edge trail takes you
another few hundred meters to the trail down to the 1™ bench below and the access to Perfect
Kiva by going far out the bedrock point overlooking the canyon and back into the shelter where
the kiva is located). Contiguous storage Rooms 1-2 and 8-9 are located along the west side of
the break in the cliff down from the mesa top while contiguous Rooms 3—4 are on the east side of

the same tiny northeast-facing alcove.

Figure 6. Storage Rooms 1-4 at 42SA 5794. Original field
map by Jamie Schubert, Christine Gilbertson, & Spencer
Franks, 20 July 2011.
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Plate 7. Room 2 granary at 42SA 5794. Photo by
Christine Gilbertson, July 2012.

Room 1 (Plate 7) is a large intact room (inside dimensions: 160 wide at the northeastern
end and 280 cm across the southwestern end, and 328 cm long) with a southeast-facing doorway
(40 cm wide, with 2 door lintels) built against the cliff face. Two main beams (FS 3-4) along the
SE side of the room are covered by numerous juniper splints and there are two smaller secondary
poles (FS 5-6) perpendicular to the main beams. Viga FS 4 extends about 160 cm outside the
room, overhanging Room 2 (ca. 170 by 220 ¢m), for which little remains of the walls and no
roofing is present. A small natural shelf against the cliff face along Room 1’s northwestern
corner is 90 cm long and 30 ¢cm wide and about 10 ¢cm above the bedrock floor.
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Associated with Room1 is a Mancos/McElmo jar sherd, an indented corrugated PIII rim sherd,
and a chipped stone flake. On the bedrock below Room 1 to the south is a chert core. Another
indented corrugated sherd was found near Room 3. In the alcove, there are juniper and pifion
trees and buffaloberry.

Rooms 3 and 4 are located opposite Rooms 1 and 2 on the other side of the tiny cove by
about 13 5 m. These two rooms with doorways are mostly intact. Room 3 (ca. 100 x 200 ¢m;
ca. | m?) is roughly triangular in shape and appears to have been built first with Room 4 added
onto it on the southwestern side. Both rooms have bedrock ceilings. The northwest-facing
doorway (33 wide x 43 cm high) has a single wood lintel (FS 7), while Room 4’s door (36 wide
x 50 cm high) opens to the north-northeast and is without structural wood. Room 4 is about 160
by 280 cm in floor size (ca. 4.5 m”) but is missing part of its west masonry wall.

Rooms 5 and 6 (Figure 7) are about 75 m to the south of the 1% cluster of storage rooms
along the same cliff forming the mesa point but on the back side of the Rooms 1-4 cluster. These
two rooms are located under the cliff face along a small ledge about 2-3 m up from the flat
bedrock bench. The two intact rooms are attached, with Room 6 built against Room 5. On the
lower bench just to the east is a pile of stone that appears natural (i.e., it is not a cairn).

Room 5 is the largest room (144 x 340 cm; 4.9 m” and 113 cm high) with an intact roof
(Figure 7; Plate 8). Inside, about 12 cm of sandy fill covers the bedrock floor; the inside
chamber is heavily sooted. A central juniper post (FS 11; sampled) holds up a main beam of
juniper (FS 12) anchored in the south wall that terminates on top of the post. This arrangement
holds up two juniper roof primaries (vigas: FS 13—14), which were sampled. These are covered
with thick juniper splints (the largest [FS 17] was sampled), and, in turn, are covered by a layer
of thick adobe. The doorway (49 wide x 57 cm high) opens towards the southwest and contains 3
lintels (FS 8-10; all were sampled and FS 8 dated but was of deadwood). The stone door slab
lies directly in front, where it has been broken into two pieces presumably from careless historic
handling. A natural bedrock shelf 60 by 140 cm and 30 cm high is found along the cliff wall.
The basal courses of masonry along the eastern end of the south wall have lost their mortar and
are decomposing.

Room 6 (Figure 7; Plate 8) is a smaller room (ca. 100-143 cm wide and 200 cm long;
2.4 m*) and 47-80 cm high to the slanted bedrock ceiling, which also forms the northeastern wall
of Room 5. Three upright basal slabs form part of the masonry south wall. A doorway in this
wall contains the stone closing door slab, which must be carefully removed to prevent breakage.
Two rods of pifion (FS 15-16) comprise the lintels for the doorway, which faces southwest.
There is no cultural material associated with these two rooms; both rooms are covered inside
with a layer of windblown sands.

Room 7 is a small (ca. 80 x 90 cm; 0.7 m” and 25-80 cm height to slanted rock ceiling)
structure appended to Room 6 on the latter’s west end but is missing most of its walls. Only a
low masonry wall remains to mark its west end but there is no remaining stone to mark its south
wall, whose location is estimated. There is no wood associated with this partial granary nor is
there any sooting evident.

Room 8 is on the shelf below Room 1, but there is little left of it except for a linear
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scatter of wall Eubble for the west wall. Its size is estimated to have been about 100 cm by 140
cm N-S (1.4 m”) and perhaps 105+ ¢cm high. The ledge on which it was built limits the north—
south extent of the room to a maximum of 140 cm.

Room 9 is on the same ledge as Room 1 and probably once butted against Room 1’s
northeastern wall. There are no masonry remains. A few mud lines on the cliff face mark the
approximate former extent of the room to the northeast about 280+ cm. The ledge constricts its
width to 160 cm N-S (<4.5 m” of floor area) and the cliff face formed the rough unsooted ceiling
of the room between 62 and 110 cm in height. A small part of the cliff face within the room area
had been mortared over.

AISASTO4, 2oA 2
Rooms 5, 6, and 7
Shekhorn Canyon, SE Utah

Figure 7. Storage Rooms 5-7 at 42SA 5794.

Original field map by Jamie Schubert, Plate 8. Upper: Storage Rooms 5 (right) & 6.
Christine Gilbertson, & Spencer Franks, 20 Lower: inside roofing for Room 5. Photos by
July 2011. .

Kay Barnett, 23 July 2012.

Summary of Tree-ring dating (Table 6): All wood
structural elements were documented for the six
rooms (FS 1-17), of which 12 were sampled (71%).
All are juniper elements except for a single pifion (FS
15), but only 2 dated (17% success): an intramural
(FS 3) in Room 1 and a door lintel in Room 5
produced dates. The latter, of juniper, was a
deadwood date of AD 1045++vv but the juniper
intramural dated at AD 1241+B, indicating that Room
1 was probably constructed in 1241 or shortly
afterwards; the few ceramics also suggest an AD
1200s use. The cluster of granaries of similar
masonry style associated with Room 1 suggests that -
all may date to the early 1200s. The second grouping | Plate 9. The ladder pulled from Perfect Kiva,
associated with Room 5 may also be coeval in now in Edge of the Cedars Museum, Blanding,
construction time, but it is uncertain if all were built Elto iy Tpindes febeirh

in the same period along with the Room 1 group.
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42SA 5795 Perfect Kiva. This well-known hiking destination on the 2™ bench down from
the mesa top from the BLM’s Slickhorn Trail #1 had previously not been mapped in detail nor
architecturally documented. It was first documented by Bill Lipe in 1967. Mapping and
documenting this site was a high priority for the project, particularly in light of the near perfect
condition of the kiva (part of the entry has been repaired). In 1985, Nickens and Associates did
some repair work at the site, including the kiva’s West Bench Recess roofing, and moved the
original ladder to inside the kiva but did not place stones around the top to outline the kiva area
(see Metzger et al. 1986). The reader should note that there is another intact kiva in nearby
Bullet Canyon, also known as Perfect Kiva, which was stabilized and partially rebuilt in the
1980s or 1990s.

When Vaughn Hadenfeldt visited the site in the 1970s, there was no circle of rock outlining the
kiva perimeter on the surface and the original kiva ladder was still in place. This ladder (Plate 9)
was later removed by the BLM to prevent its loss from theft, and it is curated in the Edge of the
Cedars Museum in Blanding, Utah, with a wobbly replacement taking its place. The stone
outline of the kiva may also have been placed at the same time. The ladder was sampled as FS
230-236 and measured by the author and Cliff Evans in 2012.

The site (Figure 8; Plate 10) is located under a large rock shelter overlooking and directly above
the northern-most extension of Slickhorn. Access can be made either from the lower ledge that
follows the canyon along the west side, from the mesa top trail across the canyon on the east
side, or from the well-used north/west-side trail leading down the mesa from the parking area to
a point overlooking the canyon southeast of the site perhaps 200 m and then dropping down two
ledges onto the bench on which the site was built. This latter route requires some agility to get
down (and back up) the ledges and drop-offs.

Part of the shelter area has a low collapsed masonry wall that once? crossed the trail into the site,
followed by a high (70-130 c¢m) second dry-laid masonry wall (Figure 8) about 11 m long that
retains the deposits in which the kiva was built. The latter area appears to have been filled with
sand to level it off and to provide the depth in which to build the underground kiva. This area is
elevated above the surrounding bench areas. Overall, the site is composed of a kiva, three
granaries, and a living room, plus a number of adobe ghost outlines along the shelter cliff face
from previous structures.
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Plate 10. Looking north across the kiva to Rooms 1-4. Note heavy
sooting on ceiling of Room 1 at far left. Photo by Blayne Brown, Jul
Figure 8. Perfect Kiva site plan, 42SA 5795. Map by Jamie 2011.
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